
Foreign Soil Shipment Instructions 
 
 
Soils arriving from outside the contiguous 48 states or Alaska must comply with our 
USDA soil permit conditions (see attached soil permit). 
 
Use a sturdy shipment container, preferably a cooler.  If you must use a box, please put 
the samples in a plastic bag in the box.  It is very important to keep soil from leaking out. 
 
Fill out a chain of custody form (COC), including sampling dates.  Sign and date the 
COC on the bottom of the form.  Place the COC and a copy of the soil permit (see 
attached) inside the shipping container with the soil samples.  A copy of the soil permit 
must accompany the soil. 
 
On the outside of the box, attach PPQ form 550, and label the shipping container 
“Contents-Soil Samples” (see attached labels). 
 
Send the samples to PAL as quickly as possible to: 
 
Pacific Agricultural Laboratory 
12505 NW Cornell Road 
Portland, OR 97229 
(503)626-7943 
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